
Art related vocabulary – Year 3 
Skill area Drawing Painting 3D Work Collage/Textiles Printing Photography/Digital 
Specific 
vocabulary 

Position 
Boundary 
Line 
Change 
Improve 
Shade 
Pattern 
Grade 
Detail 
Observe 
Texture 
Tone 
Shape 
 

Abstract 
Natural 
Bold 
Delicate 
Detailed 
Colour descriptors eg. 
scarlet, crimson, emerald, eau 
de nil, turquoise, etc 

Watery 
Intense 
Strong 
Opaque 
Translucent 
Wash 
Tint 
Shade 
Background 
Foreground 
Primary colours 
Secondary colours 
Block 

Viewpoint 
Detail 
Decoration 
Natural 
Form 
Two-dimensional 
Three-dimensional 
Texture 
Sculpt 
Shape 
Knead 
Roll 
Slip 
Blend 
Join 
Modelling 
 
 

Natural 
Synthetic 
Threading 
Stitching 
Embroidery 
Cross-stitch 
Running stitch 
Stem stitch 
Fabric 
Material 
Pad 
Detail 
Decoration 
Applique 
Contrast 
Weaving 
Trappings 
Overlap 
Layering 
 
 
 

Imprint 
Impression 
Mould 
Monoprint 
Background 
Marbling 
Surface 
Absorb 
Stencil 
Pounce 
Negative image 
Positive image 
Pattern 
Shape 
 

Layer 
Layer palette 
Scale 
Overlay 
Transparent 
Green screen 
Move tool 
Cursor 
Hue 
Saturation 
Enhance 
Resize 
Enlarge 
Shrink 
Rotate 
Zoom 
Geometric 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art related vocabulary – Year 4 
Skill area Drawing Painting 3D Work Collage/Textiles Printing Photography/Digital 
Specific 
vocabulary 

Plan 
Distance 
Direction 
Position 
Form 
Texture 
Tome 
Weight 
Pressure 
Portrait 
Landscape 
Past 
Present 
Appearance 
Alter 
Refine 
Inspired 
Line 
Tone 
Texture 
Shape 
 
 

Scenery 
Rural 
Representational 
Imaginary 
Impressionist 
Abstract 
Idealised 
Natural 
Swirling 
Transparent 
Opaque 
Foreground 
Background 
Middleground 
Horizon 
Matching 
 
 

Viewpoint 
Detail 
Decoration 
Natural 
Form 
Two-dimensional 
Three-dimensional 
Texture 
Sculpt 
Shape 
Knead 
Roll 
Slip 
Blend 
Composition 
Profile 
Stylised 
Proportion 
Ornate 
Symbolic 
Perspective 
Mosaic 
 

Natural 
Synthetic 
Threading 
Stitching 
Embroidery 
Cross-stitch 
Running stitch 
Stem stitch 
Fabric 
Material 
Pad 
Detail 
Decoration 
Geometric 
Abstract 
Stylised 
Emblem 
Stamp 
 
 
 

Imprint 
Impression 
Mould 
Monoprint 
Background 
Marbling 
Surface 
Absorb 
Stencil 
Pounce 
Negative image 
Positive image 
Linear 
Register 
Manipulate 
Block 
Continuous 
Cylinder 
Resist printing 
Marbling 
 

Layer 
Scale 
Overlay 
Transparent 
Green screen 
Saturation 
Enhance 
Resize 
Enlarge 
Shrink 
Rotate 
Zoom 
Cut 
Paste 
Cloning 
Opacity 
Translucent 
Merge 
Architecture 
Detail 
Text box 
Style 
Perspective 
Movement 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Art related vocabulary – Year 5 
Skill area Drawing Painting 3D Work Collage/Textiles Printing Photography/Digital 
Specific 
vocabulary 

Viewpoint 
Distance 
Direction 
Angle 
Perspective 
Bird’s-eye-view 
Alter 
Modify 
Interior 
Exterior 
Natural form 
Vista 
Panorama 
Image 
Subject 
Portrait 
Caricature 
Expression 
Personality 
Visual elements 
Observation 
Texture 
Colour 
Shape 
 
 

Traditional 
Representational 
Imaginary 
Modern 
Impressionist 
Stippled 
Splattered 
Dabbed 
Scraped 
Dotted 
Stroked 
Textured 
Flat 
Layered 
Opaque 
Translucent 
Intense 
Primary colours 
Secondary colours 
Complementary 
Contrasting 
 
 
 

Realistic 
Sculpture 
Proportion 
Surface texture 
Balance 
Scale 
Relationship 
Transform 
Movement 
Composition 
Structure 
Construct 
Flexible 
Pliable 
Hollow 
Solid 
Surface 
Plane 
Angle 
Slip 
Attachment 
Relief 
 
 

Cloth 
Fabric 
Hessian 
Material 
Fray 
Embellished 
Manipulated 
Embroidered 
Warp 
Weft 
Replicate 
Soft sculpture 
Pad 
Cut 
Stitch 
Join 
Thread 
Cast on 
Cast off 
 
 
 
 

Monotype 
Printing plate 
Inking up 
Water-based 
Oil-based 
Overlap 
Intaglio 
Relief 
Etching 
Engraving 
Indentation 
Collograph 
Pressure 
Resist printing 
Layers 
Texture 
Pattern 
Repetition 
Random 
Symmetry 
 
 
 

Layer 
Scale 
Overlay 
Transparent 
Green screen 
Hue 
Saturation 
Enhance 
Resize 
Enlarge 
Shrink 
Rotate 
Cloning 
Opacity 
Translucent 
Merge 
Architecture 
Detail 
Text box 
Style 
Mood 
Emotion 
Feelings 
Alter 
Collage 
Positive 
Negative 
 

 

 

 

 



Art related vocabulary – Year 6 
Skill area Drawing Painting 3D Work Collage/Textiles Printing Photography/Digital 
Specific 
vocabulary 

Viewpoint 
Distance 
Direction 
Angle 
Perspective 
Bird’s-eye-view 
Alter 
Modify 
Interior 
Exterior 
Natural form 
Vista 
Panorama 
Subject 
Portrait 
Expression 
Personality 
Weight 
Action 
Balance 
Imbalance 
Movement 
Poised 
Transition 
Dry media 
Wet media 
Mixed media 
Manipulate 
 
 
 

Still life 
Traditional 
Modern 
Abstract 
Imaginary 
Natural 
Manmade 
Inanimate 
Composition 
Arrangement 
Complimentary 
Tonal 
Shading 
 
 
 

Realistic 
Sculpture 
Proportion 
Surface texture 
Balance 
Scale 
Relationship 
Transform 
Movement 
Composition 
Structure 
Construct 
Flexible 
Pliable 
Hollow 
Solid 
Surface 
Plane 
Angle 
Slip 
Attachment 
Relief 
Line 
Shape 
Pose 
Slab 
Coil 
 
 

Cloth 
Fabric 
Material 
Fray 
Embellished 
Manipulated 
Embroidery 
Replicate 
Soft sculpture 
Pad 
Cut 
Stitch 
Join 
Thread 
Cast on 
Cast off 
Block 
Enhance 
Aesthetic 
Practicality 
Accentuate 
 
 
 
 
 

Monotype 
Printing plate 
Inking up 
Water-based 
Oil-based 
Overlap 
Intaglio 
Relief 
Etching 
Engraving 
Indentation 
Collograph 
Pressure 
Aesthetic 
Pattern 
Motif 
Rotation 
Reflection 
Symmetrical 
Repetition 
 
 
 

Layer 
Layer palette 
Scale 
Overlay 
Transparent 
Green screen 
Move tool 
Cursor 
Hue 
Saturation 
Enhance 
Resize 
Enlarge 
Shrink 
Rotate 
Zoom 
Cut 
Paste 
Cloning 
Opacity 
Translucent 
Merge 
Architecture 
Detail 
Text box 
Style 
Lense 
Magnification 
Light 
 

 


