
 

  

Staff news 

I am delighted to inform you that Miss Richards and her partner are 
expecting their first child in Spring 2022. Mr Loynes who is   
currently working with us in Year 4 will be covering her         
maternity leave in Year 6.  

Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn term and the run up to     
Christmas. Thank you for all your support in the last half term, your responses 
to the parent questionnaire and engagement with Parents evening whether in 
person or by phone. It was lovely to physically see so many of you. 
Covid continues to impact upon us and the last half term has seen a number of 
pupils and staff absent and unwell with the virus. My staff team have been so 
supportive in covering for colleagues and taking on additional hours and work 
to minimize impact upon the children and I thank them for this.  
Work is put onto Google classrooms for pupils who are absent due to Covid-this 
work is only to be completed if the pupils are well enough.  
When a pupil tests positive I have to inform the LA and they monitor the     
number of cases in our school and then advise me on any actions that I must 
take. I know that not everyone agrees with some of the things I am being told to 
do but the decisions are made by the LA and I have to follow them. Thank you 
for your continued support as we continue to navigate our way through this  
pandemic. 
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I invited the Local          
Authority to carry out a full 

school review for us and 
this took place on Friday 
5th November. There was 

an in depth look at       
Reading, Writing and 

Maths and 2 Foundation 
subjects were chosen-

Computing and Music. I 
will inform you of the main 

findings in the next   
Newsletter once we have 

received the report. 
 

The dates for the KS2 
SATs run over a one 

week period. In 2022 the 
KS2 SATs will take 

place between Monday 
9th May 2022 – Thursday 
12th May 2022. Please do 
not plan any holidays or 
appointments during this 

period. 
 

Our next INSET day is on 
Friday 17th December and 

will be time for further  
development of our    
Foundation subject        

curriculum. Pupils finish 
for the Christmas holidays 
on December 16th at their 

normal times. 

 

 

 School nursing service 

If you are in need of any help, advice or support from our 

school nurse please ring the office or speak to Mrs Walker or 

myself on the gate and we can complete a referral for you. Kam Dhillon is 

our nurse and she supports numerous families with such things as asthma 

advice, sleeping and eating patterns and mental health. 

Playtime snacks 

A reminder that pupils may bring a snack to eat during morning break time. 

On arrival at school children are to put their snacks in their individual  

drawers. Snacks need to be healthy such as fruit, vegetable sticks, cereal 

bars etc. There should be no chocolate, crisps or biscuits please. Drinks  

bottles for water (not pop or juice) are allowed in school and children can   

access these throughout the day. 



  
 

 

This autumn we launched our brand new annual art project called 

‘Uplands Take One Picture.’ All children completed one piece of 

artwork during the week beginning 8th November, taking their    

inspiration from Sri. Madhavan’s painting ‘Young woman with 

Krishna.’ to link in with the festival of Diwali and to reflect the  

diverse make up of our school population. Some fantastic work was 

produced and we are sure that the children were keen to share their 

work with you all too. We will repeat this next year with a focus on 

a different culture. The recent homework that pupils have          

completed about their background has been just fabulous and we 

intend to create a central display to celebrate our school’s diversity. 

In addition, during this week all pupils took part in a drumming 

workshop led by “Hit the Dohl” which was fully funded by school. 

Great enjoyment was had by all.  

 

.Reading at Uplands 

Reading is central to our teaching at Uplands. We teach reading skills in all 

4 year groups and these are known as our “reading gems”. You will find 

information to support you with these at home on our website-Curriculum 

tab then Reading page. 

When the children arrive from their KS1 settings we aim to build upon the 

teaching that has already taken place. For children who did not pass their 

Year 1 phonic test or the Year 2 retake we provide extra learning support, 

where they revise and practise the sounds. Year 3 staff also revisit the 

sounds for all pupils during their daily English lessons especially during 

the Autumn term. At Uplands we support the teaching of phonics with a 

single scheme of RWI phonics. This is also used by staff to support the 

teaching of reading, writing and spelling across school. Some children are 

also targeted for 1:1 RWI support on an individual plan. Children can take 

RWI books home to practise their sounds and children select home readers 

with a phonic base to support their learning.  

Mrs Shakesheave is our Reading champion-if you have 

any questions please feel free to contact her.  

 

Free School Meals 

If your child is or has been in  
receipt of Free School Meals now 
we can access Pupil Premium 
funding for them. This funding 
can be used to subsidise clubs, 
trips, visits, music lessons,      
residentials and extra tuition. A 
document called The Pupil     
Premium Strategy 2021-2024 can 
be found on our website giving 
details of how school spends the 
money. Please register your child 
if you are eligible for FSM even 
if you decide they will not access 
a hot lunch as you can benefit 
from the above. 

During Covid the Government 
provided schools with laptops to 
support pupils receiving Free 
School meals. I have now offered 
these out on long term loan to 
any FSM pupil who does not 
have access to a device at home 
to support learning. Letters have 
gone out regarding this but 
should you have missed this 
please contact school and we can 
help you. 

Garden update 

Earlier in the year we began 
work on creating an outdoor 
space for positive mental health 
for pupils (and staff) to use. We 
made great strides in developing 
this area and many pupils have 
accessed it. We now have plant-
ers, benches, a pond and safety 
fencing in place. We intend to 
finish the work off in this area in 
the next few months before we 
ask the pupils to name the space 
and consider some “art” for the 
brick wall space. 



 

Diary dates 
 
Wb Monday 15th November: Anti-bullying week across school. Bag2school 
collection 
 
Friday 19th November: Children in Need dress up day (Pudsey gear ,  
Pyjamas, non uniform etc)  
Buckets for donations at the gates 
 
Thursday/Friday 25/26th November: Year 4  visit to Enginuity 
 
Tuesday 30th November: Final date to send Mrs Webster -Smith any possible 
requests re new catering contract tender 
 
Thursday 2nd December: Year  5 Wor ld war  2 workshop in school 
 
Wb Monday 6th December: Christmas enterprise shop in school-further     
details to follow 
 
Tuesday 7th December: Year 3-6 Flu nasal spray-details to follow 
 
Wednesday 8th December: Christmas dinner  lunch menu (available to all 
pupils-details to follow). Christmas jumpers can be worn with school trousers/
skirts.. 
 
Wednesday 15th December: Par ty afternoon in school for  all year  groups and 
classes. Children may wear party clothes/Christmas jumpers all day. Children will 
need party food which can be brought in a decorated lunchbox for the annual  
competition. This will be in addition to any lunchtime packed lunch. 
 
Thursday 16th December: Pupils break up for  the Chr istmas holidays. The 
afternoon session will be Christmas “Golden Time” which will be a movie in each 
class/year group. Children may once again wear their Christmas jumpers with 
school skirts/trousers. They may also bring in a snack for this session. 
 
Friday 17th December: INSET day-school closed to all pupils. 
 
Tuesday 4th January: Spr ing term begins. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Toyota is inviting children across the UK to share their wildest and most  
imaginative car design, as entries open for the 2022 Dream Car Art Contest. 
This contest is open to anyone who is under 15 years old, who lives in the 
United Kingdom and would be a great opportunity for any Design and   
Technology or Art champions at Uplands Junior School to take part.  
This year, for the first time ever, they will be accepting digital submissions as 
well as the usual postal entries. This includes computer-generated pictures 
made using a computer, tablet or phone, as well as scans of artwork created 
by hand. 
The closing date for this contest is 31st December 2021 and the UK winners 
will be announced in February 2022. 
If you wish to participate, it would be fantastic if we could see a copy of your 
entry at school also. Any copies of submissions can be given to Miss Rahim 
(Uplands' Design and Technology champion). Further information can be 
found at Toyota dream car 2022. 

 
Year 4 Carol concert 

 
Year 4 pupils will be given the 
opportunity to present their 
Christmas Carol concert but sadly 
not in person. This is going to be 
filmed and then posted on to 
Google classrooms. Year 4 staff 
will send further details and you 
will be informed when it is    
available to watch. 
                              

Health Champions 
 

We have been invited by the LA 
to be part of a project of pupil 
“Health Champions”.  Children 
will work as leaders delivering 
key health messages from our city 
across school. We are the only 
Primary school in the city that has 
been invited. Our Being  Brilliant 
committee are going to take on 
this role as part of their work.  
Further details will follow in the 
coming months. There is a section 
on our website about the role of 
pupils as leaders at Uplands. 

 
Being  Brilliant committee 

2021/22 
Year 5 
 
Bella H, Adrina S, Isabelle A, Arjan B, 
Aadreyi C and Lalita V. 
 
Year 6 

Charlie H, Martha TA, Nayan P, Maria A, 

Ellise W, Ojal M, Eashar S, Georgia-Rose 

G and  Isla L. 

 

Artist of the month 
We have a new initiative called 

Artist of the month whereby 

children will have an              

opportunity to appreciate a 

range of works by a chosen   

artist. This may be part of 

“Relaxation” time at the start of 

each afternoon or during       

registration etc. All children will 

also have a new doodle pad 

where they can draw and sketch 

in the style of the artist. I will 

inform you of the artist each 

month via our Facebook page. 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our parent questionnaire. This is usually an annual gathering of viewpoints but 

with the Covid 19 pandemic this has not been appropriate. With school returning to some kind of “normality” I felt that this 

was a good time to seek opinions. The questions are those that will be asked by Ofsted when they call us for our inspection.  

Please see the table opposite for the analysis of your responses. I really value your thoughts and below you will find how we 

plan to address some of the issues raised. 

We received 138 responses which were  fairly evenly spread across the 4 year groups. 

Responses to some of the findings 

3. The school makes sure its pupils are well behaved and follows their published  behaviour policy  

4. My child has been bullied and the school dealt with this quickly and effectively  

Since the return to school in September we have found that we are needing to re-establish our rule of “Respect For all” and 

our key learning behaviours. This is to be understood after 2 lengthy periods out of a school environment. We are leading 

regular assemblies and PSHE sessions around appropriate behaviours and how to treat each other. Some pupils are finding it 

difficult to use the playground space again after a year of being in just a small coned off zone. Myself and Mrs Walker are 

getting outside as much as possible at lunchtime to help with this and week on week we can see improvements. We follow 

our Behaviour policy at all times and I as Head monitor any stages that have been given out on a weekly basis. You will find 

a copy of our policy on the website.  

8. The school has high expectations for my child  

For every subject, both Core and Foundation there is a main task set at the “expected” standard. In addition there is a 

“scaffold” which is a way to support some pupils accessing the main task and a “challenge” to extend the most able. 

10. The school lets me know how my child is doing eg written reports, phone calls, face to face meetings  

Last year it was not possible to hold face to face meetings with parents due to following the strict Covid 19 guidelines.   

Every child should have received their annual written report from their class teacher at the end of the Summer term which 

also showed current assessment levels. This term we have welcomed many parents back on site for parents evening or have 

offered a phone call conversation. We have had almost a full take up on this communication. We will offer a further        

opportunity in the Spring term and then a report again in the Summer term. 

It has been lovely to see the positive response to Uplands and what our school offers. There were some common themes on 

what you feel we do well: 

Warm welcoming environment, friendly and positive staff, accessible leadership team, extra curricular sessions and 

clubs, the focus on mental well-being, personal development including Art of Brilliance, PSHE and Trick Box, broad 

range of curriculum subjects, concerns and issues dealt with immediately, homework, communication including text 

service, facebook posts and  Newsletter, music provision, details of curriculum and subjects on our website,            

opportunity for intervention when a child is struggling in a particular area, feeling safe and Safeguarding. 

The final page of our Newsletter shows a selection of quotes from the questionnaires. 

There were a few parents who had some negative feelings about our school and where possible I am addressing these on an 

individual basis.  

Please if you have any concerns do not hesitate to contact us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Strongly agree/Agree 

138 responses 

Disagree/Strongly     

disagree 

138 responses 

 

1 My child is happy at        

Uplands 

99% (137) 1% (1) 

2 My child feels safe at school  99% (137) 1% (1) 

3 The school makes sure its 

pupils are well behaved and 

follows their published   

behaviour policy  

97% (134) 3% (4) 

4 My child has been bullied 

and the school dealt with 

this quickly and effectively  

95% (131) 5% (7) 

5 The school makes me aware 

of what my child will learn 

during the year (eg via    

curriculum area of the  

website)  

100% (138) 0% (0) 

6 When I have raised         

concerns with the school 

they have been dealt with 

properly  

99% (136) 1% (2) 

7 My child has SEND and the 

school gives them the sup-

port they need to succeed 

99% (137) 1% (1) 

8 The school has high expec-

tations for my child  
96% (133) 4% (5) 

9 My child does well at this 

school  
99% (136) 1% (2) 

10 The school lets me know 

how my child is doing eg 

written reports, phone calls, 

face to face meetings  

97% (134) 3% (4) 

11 There is a good range of 

subjects available to my 

child at this school  

100% (138) 0% (0) 

12 The school supports my 

child’s wider personal     

development  

98% (135) 2% (3) 

13 I would recommend this 

school to another parent  
99% (136) 1% (2) 



 

  

Subject focus 

History and Geography 

There is lots of information about all areas of the curriculum on our website. Each Newsletter 
will share developments of a subject as linked to the School Improvement plan. 

Geography 

There will be lots happening in Geography this year at Uplands. As a school we are moving towards more        
outdoor learning experiences within this subject as well as making cross curricular links with Geography and  
other subjects.  
Outdoor learning has proven to:  
 
• enhanced personal and social communication skills.  
 
• increased physical health.  
 
• enhanced mental and spiritual health.  
 
• enhanced spiritual, sensory, and aesthetic awareness.  
 
Uplands participates in the national Outdoor Classroom Days (November and May) and last year the children 
enjoyed these days thoroughly.  
 
This academic year we will also be studying Earth Day and World Ocean Day.  

 
Through study of the Global Goals and Geography we aim to help the children to become more envionmentally 
aware citizens who are educated in sustainability as well as learning about physical Geography. 

History 

This year in History we are welcoming back school trips and visitors to help enhance the learning of our history 
topics.  
 
Our History learning experiences have always helped the children to engage more with the subjects. 
The children this year will be enjoying visits into school who are experts in the relevant topics and will bring in 
artefacts to be studied and we will also be visiting places of interest. 

 
History topics at Uplands are linked into other subjects such as:  
 
* Geography - studying where civilisations originated. 
* Art/ DT - designing, making and using relevant mediums to create pieces of work related to the history topic. 
*English - using writing techniques to discuss and learn about the theme. 
*Maths - study of timelines and dates. 
*Music - learning songs that sing about the cultures being taught.  
 
Our aim at Uplands is to help the children see comparisons between their lives and that of the civilisations 
taught, to understand how history has shaped the future and to make the cross curricular links with other       
subjects. 
 

Mrs R Dattani-History and Geography Champion and Year 3 teacher. 

 

 



Trick Box 

Trick Box is an emotional regulation scheme that we use at Uplands. Each half 

term the children are taught a series of “tricks” or strategies to help them self 

regulate their emotions. There are 4 categories of “Tricks”: 

Confidence   Calm   Communication    Creativity 

From the first half term your child should be able to tell you about “Mirror    

Mirror”, “Big voice” and “Stand tall”. We are now taking order via Pay 360 for   

individual boxes of tricks that children may wish to purchase to keep at home. 

The cost is just £2.50 per box. There is further information about Trick Box on 

our website under the Curriculum tab and then Mental health and  Well-Being. 

You will also find information here about the Art of Brilliance and how we teach 

about positive mental health at Uplands. 

Rights Respecting Ambassadors 

Our Rights ambassadors were invited to Bantock Park to plant crocus corms and 

wildflower seeds with Wolverhampton Rotary club and the Mayor of             

Wolverhampton.This was part of the Rotary’s international campaign to        

eliminate poli from the world (the purple crocus is the symbol of this campaign). 

The Mayor was very interested to hear about our work on Rights and to know 

that we are the only Wolverhampton school to have achieved the Silver Rights 

Respecting award-he has even promised us a visit to our 

school to find out more. He was due to meet with UNICEF  

and said he would try to mention our school and work. 

Music at Uplands 

Last academic year 8.4% of Wolverhampton children accessed       

instrumental tuition in schools. In our “ward” this figure was 15.3%. 

At Uplands the figure is 32.6% making us one of the highest           

performing schools for musical engagement and access to learning an 

instrument in the city. We achieve this through our “Whole class    

instrument teaching” in Year 4 whereby every child has the chance to 

learn both ukulele and guitar. School fully funds this scheme giving all 

pupils 36 weeks of paid lessons. In addition we have a small group 

offer for brass, woodwind, strings and cello. 

 Covid had a significant impact on instrumental teaching in schools 

and myself and Mrs Wilson (Music champion) are delighted that we 

are recovering. We also teach music weekly using the Charanga 

scheme and our pupils have regular access to singing accompanied by 

Mr Kidson. You will find lots of information about our music         

curriculum on our website under the “Curriculum” tab and then select 

Music. 

Year 5 visit to the Mosque 

It has been exciting to resume our visits to 

places of worship with a trip to the Madina 

Masjid for all Year 5 pupils. They are the 

first group of pupils to get a ride in our 

lovely new minibus! As always we       

received the warmest of welcomes-we are 

the first school to visit since the easing of 

restrictions. We were very proud of our 

pupils who engaged wonderfully with the 

learning, asking and answering super 

questions. 

Year 6 visit to the Black Country    

Museum 

As part of their Creative Curriculum   

Wolverhampton Industrial revolution    

topic, Year 6 visited the black Country 

museum. The children were able to spend 

the day with a guided tour learning what 

life was like in the Victorian era. All    

pupils took part in a “mine show” and a 

“metal forming” workshop. All the      

children behaved so well and thoroughly 

enjoyed learning outside of the classroom 

again. 

 

Librarians for 2021/22 

Chloe D, Harley BH, Poorva M,         

Jessica M, Dylan L, Elsa M, Phearon H, 

Charlie B, Laila G, Connie S, Daisy W, 

Freya M,  Olivia MK, Isobel S and 

Amelie D. 

Finally after many months of closure 

the school library has re-opened.     

Children were asked to apply for the 

position of a librarian and the above 

Year 6 children were successful in     

securing a post. 

 

After nearly 2 years without any   

sporting fixtures we held our first 

mixed football match at home to    

Castlecroft primary school. Well 

done to the team who won 5-3. 

Please can you ring school to report an absence rather than  

emailing please. 



What you said about our school 

My child is very happy at this school 

The staff are always so positive and the Headteacher is always on the gate 

Any concerns I raise are dealt with promptly 

A very friendly school with children’s interests very much at the forefront 

Uplands Junior School is a strong community school 

Teaching and learning is good 

The staff are so friendly and caring 

Whenever I contact the school via phone or email it is dealt with immediately 

The school has made my child confident and independent 

The approach to mental health is fantastic and makes a real difference 

My child feels happy and safe going to school 

Year 3 children settle down so quickly at the start of term which points to good teaching methods 

I am delighted that my children attend this amazing nurturing school. The staff teach with passion and dedication 

Strong leadership is very evident 

Good provision around well-being, sport and music 

Communication is excellent 

My children have been so happy at this school 

Very approachable, friendly and personable staff at all levels 

A fantastic school with great staff-supportive and approachable 

I am pleased with how we are informed about curriculum content 

Love how the child’s personal development is considered 

The caring and professional approach of the Headteacher is a major positive 

The school is very strong in everything 

I am happy that my child attends this school 

We think the Upland’ team have gone above and beyond during the pandemic and have provided excellent support and 

care to our children 

A happy well-balanced school 

I love how the school encourages “Respect For All” 

Online learning was of such a high standard and well organised 

Very professional team of staff 

I like how the school empowers the children to represent their peers eg pupil leadership 

The feeling of “family” within the school 

An enriching environment thoroughly enjoyed by my child 

We love the Facebook page and posts 

I would highly recommend this school 


